
On Being Good 
 
Even the best Christian that ever lived is not acting on his own steam – he is only 
nourishing or protecting a life he could never have acquired by his own efforts. And that 
has practical consequences. As long as the natural life is in your body, it will do a lot 
towards repairing that body. Cut it, and up to a point it will heal, as a dead body would 
not. A live body is not one that never gets hurt, but one that can to some extent repair 
itself. In the same way a Christian is not a man who never goes wrong, but a man who is 
enabled to repeat (in some degree) the kind of voluntary death which Christ Himself 
carried out. 
     That is why a Christian is in a different position from other people who are trying to 
be good. They hope, by being good, to please God if there is one; or – if they think there 
is not – at least they hope to deserve approval from good men. But the Christian thinks 
any good he does comes from the Christ-life inside him. He does not think God will love 
us because we are good, but that God will make us good because he loves us; just as the 
roof of a greenhouse does not attract the sun because it is bright, but becomes bright 
because the sun shines on it. 
 
From C.S. Lewis’ Mere Christianity 
 
Galatians 2:20 
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I 
live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 
 
Galations 3:26 
You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized 
into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 
 
Matthew 18: 1 -4 
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven ?” 
He called a little child and had him stand among them. And He said: “I tell you the truth, 
unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven.” 



Count the Cost 
 
Law, in his terrible, cool voice, said…”if you have not chosen the Kingdom of God, it 
will make in the end no difference what you have chosen instead.” Those are hard words 
to take. Will it really make no difference whether it was women or patriotism, cocaine or 
art, whisky or a seat in the Cabinet, money or science ? Well surely no difference that 
matters. We shall have missed the end for which we were formed and rejected the only 
thing that satisfies. Does it matter to a man dying in a desert by which choice of route he  
missed the only well ? 
 
It is a remarkable fact that on this subject Heaven and Hell speak with one voice. The 
tempter tells me, “Take care. Think how much this good resolve, the acceptance of grace, 
is going to cost.” Even in human affairs great importance is attached to the agreement of 
those whose testimony hardly ever agrees. Here, more. Between them it would seem to 
be pretty clear that paddling near the shore is of little consequence. What matters, what 
Heaven desires and Hell fears, is precisely that further step, out of depth, out of our 
control. 
 
From C.S. Lewis’ Slip of the Tongue 
 
 
Matthew 13:44-45 
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it 
again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.” 
 
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he found 
one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it .” 
 
John 12:24-26 
“I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only 
a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. The man who loves his life will lose 
it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever 
serves me must follow me; and where I am my servant also will be.” 



The Moral Dilemma 
 

Morality, then, seems to be concerned with three things. Firstly, with fair play and 
harmony between individuals. Secondly, with what might be called tidying up or 
harmonizing the things inside each individual. Thirdly, with the general purpose of 
human life as a whole: what man was made for: what course the whole fleet ought to be 
on: what tune the conductor of the bands wants it to play. 
 
Almost all people at all times have agreed (in theory) that human beings ought to be 
honest and kind and helpful to one another. But though it is natural to begin with all that, 
if our thinking about morality stops there, we might just as well not have thought at all. 
Unless we go on to the second thing – the tidying up inside each human being – we are 
only deceiving ourselves. 
 
What is the good of telling the ships how to steer so as to avoid collisions if, in fact, they 
are such crazy old tubs that they cannot be steered at all ? What is the good of drawing 
up, on paper, rules for social behavior, if we know that, in fact, our greed, cowardice, ill-
temper, and self-conceit are going to prevent us from keeping them ? I do not mean for a 
moment that we ought not to think, and think hard, about improvements in our social and 
economic system. What I do mean is that all that thinking will be mere moonshine unless 
we realize that nothing but the courage and unselfishness of individuals is ever going to 
make any system work properly. It is easy enough to remove the particular kinds of graft 
or bullying that go on under the present system: but as long as men are twisters or bullies 
they will find some new way of carrying on the old game under the new system. You 
cannot make good men by law: and without good men you cannot have a good society. 
 
From C.S. Lewis’ Mere Christianity 
 
Matthew 19: 16 - 17 
“No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the patch will pull away from the 
garment, making the tear worse. Neither do men pour new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the 
skins will burst, the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour new wine 
into new wineskins, and both are preserved.” 
 
Romans 12: 1 -2 
Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, 
holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship. No not conform any longer to the 
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to 
test and approve what God’s will is – His good, pleasing and perfect will. 
 
2 Corinthians 3: 18 
And we, whom with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his 
likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 
 
Philippians 3:20 - 21 
But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from here, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our 
lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 



A Good Infection 
 
And now, what does it all matter ? It matters more than anything else in the world. The 
whole dance, or drama, or pattern of this three-Personal life is to be played out in each of 
us: or (putting it the other way round) each one of us has got to enter that pattern, take his 
place in that dance. There is no other way to the happiness for which we were made. 
Good things as well as bad, you know, are caught by a kind of infection. If you want to 
get warm you must stand near the fire: if you want to be wet you must get into the water. 
If you want joy, power, peace, eternal life, you must get close to or even into, the thing 
that has them. They are not a sort of prize which God could, if He chose, just hand out to 
anyone. They are a great fountain of energy and beauty spurting up at the very center of 
reality. If you are close to it, the spray will wet you: if you are not, you will remain dry. 
Once a man is united to God, how could he not live forever ? Once a man is separated 
from God, what can he do but whither and die ? 
 
From C.S. Lewis’ Mere Christianity 
 
 
Matthew 11:27 - 30 
“All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the 
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses 
to reveal him.” 
“Come to me , all who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 
 
Ephesians 3:16 - 19 
I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his spirit 
in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that 
you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to 
grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love 
that surpasses knowledge – that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of 
God. 



Too Proud to Know God 
 
The Christians are right. It is pride that has been the chief cause of misery in every nation 
and every family since the world began. Other vices may sometimes bring people 
together: you may find good fellowship and jokes and friendliness among drunk people 
or unchaste people. But pride always means enmity – it is enmity. And not only enmity 
between man and man, but enmity to God.  
 
In God you come up against something which is in every respect immeasurably superior 
to yourself. Unless you know God as that – and, therefore, know yourself as nothing in 
comparison – you do not know God at all. As long as you are proud you cannot know 
God. A proud man is always looking down on things and people: and, of course, as long 
as you are looking down, you cannot see something that is above you. 
 
From C.S. Lewis’ Mere Christianity 
 
 
Proverbs 8:13 
To fear the Lord is to hate evil; I hate pride and arrogance, evil behavior and perverse speech. 
 
Proverbs 16:18 
Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall. 
 
Proverbs 11:28 
Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf. 
 
Daniel 4:36-37 
At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and splendor were returned to me for the glory of 
my kingdom. My advisors and nobles sought me out, and I was restored to my throne and became even 
greater than before. Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because 
everything he does is right and all his ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is able to humble. 
 
James 1:9 
The brother in humble circumstances ought to take pride in his high position. But the one who is rich 
should take pride in his low position, because he will pass away like a wild flower. For the sun rises with 
scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. In the same way, the 
rich man will fade away even while he goes about his business.  
 


